
Table 1--Sweet potatoes: U.S. planted acreage, 1994-98 average, 1999-2000, indicated 2001  

1994-98 Indicated Change from

  State avg. 1999 2000 2001 2000 to 2001
--1,000 acres--    Percent

Alabama 4.2 3.3 3.3 2.9 -12.1
California 9.4 10.0 9.7 9.2 -5.2
Georgia 1.6 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.0
Louisiana 21.2 24.0 25.0 25.0 0.0
Mississippi 7.8 10.5 12.7 14.0 10.2
New Jersey 1.3 1.0 1.2 1.0 -16.7
North Carolina 33.2 37.0 38.0 38.0 0.0
South Carolina 1.6 1.2 0.8 1.0 25.0
Texas 6.0 5.6 5.5 4.0 -27.3
Virginia 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.0

 

United States 86.7 93.8 97.3 96.2 -1.1

 Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA.  



Table 2--Sweet potatoes:  U.S. acreage, yield, production, and value, 1977-2001

     Acreage        Yield     Farm value
Year     Planted       Harvested          per    Production    Per unit               Total  

       acre

      Acres         Cwt     1,000 cwt     $/cwt             $1,000  

1977 111,800 107,100 111 11,885 10.50 124,859
1978 115,700 112,200 117 13,115 10.60 139,226
1979 117,900 114,200 117 13,370 8.92 119,093

1980 107,800 102,000 107 10,953 13.60 148,359
1981 113,200 109,800 117 12,799 13.60 174,748
1982 118,700 115,400 129 14,833 8.03 118,864
1983 105,300 102,400 118 12,083 13.60 165,265
1984 105,800 102,900 125 12,902 14.00 181,006
1985 108,200 103,300 141 14,573 8.81 127,836
1986 94,500 90,800 136 12,368 11.00 134,436
1987 92,300 88,900 131 11,611 11.50 133,512
1988 89,100 85,500 128 10,945 12.90 141,202
1989 89,500 86,000 132 11,358 16.40 186,279

1990 93,900 89,500 141 12,594 9.70 121,962
1991 81,200 77,800 144 11,203 13.30 149,367
1992 85,900 82,400 146 12,005 12.20 146,499
1993 82,900 80,000 138 11,027 15.10 166,506
1994 86,100 82,700 162 13,380 14.00 187,206
1995 86,900 83,100 154 12,821 15.90 203,799
1996 88,100 83,700 158 13,216 14.40 190,529
1997 85,600 82,100 162 13,327 15.80 211,177
1998 87,200 83,800 148 12,382 15.30 189,789
1999 93,800 83,100 147 12,234 17.60 214,980

2000 p 98,000 94,900 145 13,794 15.40 208,975
2001 f 95,900 93,100
p = Preliminary.  f = NASS forecast.    

 Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA.



Table 3--U.S. sweet potatoes, all uses:  Supply, utilization, and price, farm weight, 1977-2001 

           Supply               Utilization  Season-average price
  Year   Seed  Feed,    Per  Current Constant

Production    Imports Beginning      Total  Exports use shrink & Ending Domestic    capita   dollars    1996
  1/        2/    stocks 3/       2/  4/ loss  5/ stocks            use      1/   dollars 6/  

 -- Million pounds --       Pounds        -- $/short ton --

1977 1,188.5    -- 129.1 1,317.6   -- 91.6 95.1 92.4 1,038.5 4.7 10.50 23.04
1978 1,311.5 14.2 92.4 1,418.1 17.5 101.7 76.4 131.2 1,091.3 4.9 10.60 21.75
1979 1,337.0 13.1 131.2 1,481.3 19.4 92.5 81.2 147.9 1,140.3 5.1 8.92 16.93

1980 1,095.3 12.8 147.9 1,256.0 17.4 92.4 67.8 69.2 1,009.2 4.4 13.60 23.70
1981 1,279.9 17.9 69.2 1,367.0 19.8 110.8 60.6 91.5 1,084.3 4.7 13.60 21.69
1982 1,483.3 26.8 91.5 1,601.6 13.6 98.9 107.6 112.9 1,268.6 5.5 8.0 12.07
1983 1,208.3 35.5 112.9 1,356.7 14.7 104.7 80.2 87.4 1,069.7 4.6 13.6 19.64
1984 1,290.2 39.9 87.4 1,417.5 16.7 105.0 71.3 60.0 1,164.5 4.9 14.00 19.50
1985 1,457.3 46.7 60.0 1,564.0 18.2 103.9 72.9 89.4 1,279.6 5.4 8.81 11.90
1986 1,236.8 48.5 89.4 1,374.7 19.4 100.2 61.8 136.2 1,057.1 4.4 10.90 14.40
1987 1,161.1 50.4 136.2 1,347.7 17.1 98.8 58.1 97.1 1,076.7 4.4 11.60 14.90
1988 1,094.5 54.4 97.1 1,246.0 14.7 95.3 54.7 82.1 999.2 4.1 12.90 16.03
1989 1,135.8 60.4 82.1 1,278.3 13.9 96.7 56.8 100.0 1,011.0 4.1 16.40 19.63

1990 1,259.4 59.0    -- 1,318.4 14.7 100.5 63.0   -- 1,140.3 4.6 9.70 11.21
1991 1,120.3 51.3    -- 1,171.6 16.1 85.3 56.0   -- 1,014.2 4.0 13.30 14.83
1992 1,200.5 61.8    -- 1,262.3 19.3 91.6 60.0   -- 1,091.4 4.3 12.20 13.28
1993  1,102.7 63.7    -- 1,166.4 23.0 88.1 55.1   -- 1,000.2 3.9 15.10 16.06
1994  1,338.0 65.5    -- 1,403.5 22.0 91.2 66.9   -- 1,223.4 4.7 14.00 14.58
1995 1,282.1 73.8    -- 1,355.9 26.0 92.4 64.1   -- 1,173.4 4.5 15.90 16.21
1996 1,321.6 76.0    -- 1,397.6 27.2 93.5 66.1   -- 1,210.9 4.6 14.40 14.40
1997 1,332.7 68.8    -- 1,401.5 29.6 90.9 66.6   -- 1,214.4 4.5 15.80 15.50
1998 1,238.2 71.8    -- 1,310.0 37.6 92.6 61.9   -- 1,117.9 4.1 15.30 14.84
1999 r 1,223.4 81.4    -- 1,304.8 38.0 99.6 61.2   -- 1,106.1 4.1 17.60 16.82

2000  1,361.3 73.1    -- 1,434.4 38.0 103.3 68.1   -- 1,225.0 4.4 15.40 14.46
2001 f 1,353.8 80.0    -- 1,433.8 38.0 100.9 67.7   -- 1,227.2 4.4     --   --

 -- = Not available.    r = revised.      f = ERS forecast.    1/ Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA.    2/ Source:  Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of
 Commerce.  Calendar-year data.   Imports also include yams.    3/ Canned stocks estimates were discontinued in 1989.    4/ Seed use estimated by ERS as acres
 planted times estimated seeding rate per acre.   5/ Estimated by ERS as 5 percent of production.  6/ Deflated by the GDP implicit price deflator, 1996=100.

Source:  Economic Research Service, USDA.



Table 4--Sweet potatoes: Shipping-point prices, by State, selected weeks, 40-lb cartons, 1993-2001 1/   

       U.S. No. 1

Week ending         Louisiana        N. Carolina 
     Beauregard 2/             Jewel

        --$/carton--

1993:
 Jan. 29 8.68 7.25
 Feb. 26 8.37 7.25
 Mar. 26 8.25 7.25
1994:
 Jan 28 14.12 11.75
 Feb. 25 14.00 12.25
 Mar. 25 14.00 12.25
1995:
 Jan. 24 11.25 9.50
 Feb. 25 11.25 9.50
 Mar. 25 11.00 9.50
1996:
 Jan. 30                 -- 10.50
 Feb. 27 12.00 10.50
 Mar. 26 11.50 10.50
1997:
 Jan. 30 11.75 10.50
 Feb. 27 11.75 10.50
 Mar. 26 11.75 10.50
1998:  
 Jan. 1 12.00 10.00
 Feb. 26 12.50 10.00
 Mar. 30 12.50 10.00

1999:
 Jan. 1 13.00 10.50
 Feb. 26 13.00 10.50
 Mar. 30 13.00 10.50

2000:
 Jan. 31 15.25 14.50
 Feb. 26 16.00 14.50
 Mar. 30 16.25 15.50

2001:
 Jan. 29 12.25 11.50
 Feb. 26 12.25 11.50
 Mar. 29 12.25 11.50

 -- = Not available.    1/ 1999-2001 prices are midpoints of quoted range.  2/ Dollars per 40-pound carton of cured medium U.S. number one grade.  

 1992-94 Louisiana prices are for Jewels.   3/ Dollars per 40-pound carton of cured medium U.S. number one grade.  

 Source: Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA.  


